Learning English through Poems and Songs


Shape Poems

Learning Activity 1 (15 minutes)
Expressing meanings with fonts 
The main characteristic of shape poems is that they resemble what they describe. This is usually achieved through the use of fonts and layout. As the words must also be meaningful and relevant to the subject matter, teachers might like to ask students to think about how they could use suitable fonts or artwork in a way that would help to express or highlight the meaning of each word in the writing activity.
Teachers may also ask the whole class to work on two to three chosen words and invite students to share with each other their creative work.
Learning Activity 2 (15 minutes)
Expressing meanings with layout
Contrasting the two versions of the poem helps to highlight the effects the layout creates and presents to its readers. To help students to identify the effects more easily, teachers might like to ask students to compare Version A and Version B line by line.
Suggested answers:

In Version B, the word “carelessly” has been typed carelessly, and the following words about being out of control occur without spacing. For the crash, the letters are mixed together with the words broken up. The layout mirrors the meaning of the poem as it shows the readers the state of the cars as they crash.
Learning Activity 3 (40 minutes)
Writing a shape poem 
To help students to generate ideas for writing, teachers may show students an interesting example of a shape poem entitled “Ping Pong” by Gareth Owen on page 9 of The Learning and Teaching of Poetry (Senior Secondary): A Resource Package.
Teachers might also wish to ask students to read a range of creative shape poems on the Internet, from the simple and straightforward to the more sophisticated such as the ones below:
http://www.funny-poems.co.uk/kids/odes-ends/m07-ampersand.asp
http://www.reading.org/publications/journals/rt/v60/i1/images/RT-60-1-Parr-f3ri.gif

http://www.funny-poems.co.uk/kids/odes-ends/m99-poet.asp
After choosing a topic to write on, students may start by writing sentences or a paragraph about the topic before organising the words in the shape of the subject.

Additional resources on shape poems:

http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/sirrobhitch.suffolk/schoolwork/poetry/shape_poems/shape_poems.htm
http://www.gardendigest.com/concrete/cvp235.htm

http://www.ubu.com/contemp/froes/box.gif
http://www.newspoetry.com/1999/990428.html
http://oregonstate.edu/~smithc/poems/salmon.html
http://www.vispo.com/guests/DanWaber/argument.html
http://www.whyte.org/jonwhyte/babel1.html
http://www.thing.net/~grist/l&d/thalia/au-rc05.htm
http://schools.pinellas.k12.fl.us/educators/tec/pravda3/concrete.html
http://www.gardendigest.com/concrete/this.htm
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